
  

 

 This year was a year for weather extremes, again!  The warm weather arrived by the end of March and then 

excessive rains in June depleted most of the pre-emergent controls from the soil.  Then there was a period of 

rain at the end of July which brought to life plenty of weeds and crabgrass.  August was typical, hot and dry. It 

wasn’t until mid to late September that it started to rain on a regular basis, albeit a brief period of time. And then 

do not forget about the more than 60 days that temperatures went over 90 degrees and even more detrimental 

to the turf were the 31 straight nights over 70 degrees.  Turf grass uses the night time to recover from the 

stress of the heat during the day but did not have that opportunity much of this summer. Turf grass can be pret-

ty resilient but it does not do well in prolonged heat.  Most of the lawns recovered nicely with the aeration and 

seeding that was completed this fall. Initially, it took a lot of watering on your part but it did make a difference. 
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 Pesticide ban   

 We are working now to 

incorporate changes that will be 

required when the pesticide ban 

goes into effect in January 2018.  

We will keep you up to date with 

any developments and our plans 

regarding the care of your lawn in 

2018 and beyond. It will create 

many challenges for the lawn care 

industry in the affected parts of 

Montgomery County. 

Chickweed  

 Chickweed is an annual broadleaf weed 
that starts to emerge this time of year.  
Warmer fall and winter temperatures will 
increase the rate at which it grows.  If weather 
permits, we will be revisiting lawns in late 
November or early December that had a lot of 
chickweed this past spring.  If you notice some 
appearing in your lawn, let us know and we will 
come by and spray it.  Chickweed is shown in 
the image to the left. 

Leaves 
 It is 

important to 

remember to periodically 

remove the leaves from your 

lawn. If leaves are left on the 

lawn for an extended period 

of time, the grass will suffer 

and may even die, especially 

the new seedlings that are 

emerging. Take the time now 

to prepare your lawn for the 

winter. 
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Mowing Care 
 Mowing is a very important aspect of lawn care.  Make sure that the mower 
blade is sharp.  Homeowners who mow their own lawn should sharpen their 
mower blade at least twice a year.  A dull blade will tear, not cut, the grass.  Torn 
grass is more susceptible to disease.  Also, make sure that the lawn is mowed 
regularly.  Only one-third of the grass blade should be removed with each mow-
ing.  In the fall, the lawn should be mowed at a height of 3 inches and continued 
to be mowed until it stops growing.   The final mowing should be done after the 
first freeze, which could be as late as sometime in December. 
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